










Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC) is life sciences research that, based on current understanding, 
can be reasonably anticipated to provide knowledge, information, products, or technologies that could 
be directly misapplied to pose a significant threat with broad potential consequences to public health 
and safety, agricultural crops and other plants, animals, the environment, materiel, or national 
security. The United States Government’s oversight of DURC is aimed at preserving the benefits of life 
sciences research while minimizing the risk of misuse of the knowledge, information, products, or 
technologies provided by such research. It is our goal today to talk to you about DURC, help you ask 
the right questions to determine whether recent developments in the research project or environment 
would preclude you from publishing results and require deemed export licenses when information is 
released to foreign nationals, and last but not least to offer you a resource to help with any and all 
concerns that you may have in the area of DURC.



The U.S. Department of Commerce Control list will be the main focus of this training however, before we start 
the Federal Government has a separate P&P for Dual Use Research of Concern that contains fifteen Agents and 
Toxins that federal agencies, including USDA/ARS, is required to report on.  Any ARS scientist that works with 
any of these Agents or Toxins are required to report biennially their research project(s) to their National Program 
Leader.    Your report(s) will be assessed by ONP for potential DURC research.  ONP will report the results of 
their assessment biennially to the United States Government Policy for Institutional Oversight of Life Sciences 
Dual Use Research of Concern.  

What is DURC at ARS?





The list of Agents and Toxins are from P&P Dual Use Research of Concern, No. 621.0: 

• Avian influenza virus (highly pathogenic)
• Bacillus anthracis
• Botulinum neurotoxin
• Burkholderia mallei
• Burkholderia pseudomallei
• Ebola virus
• Foot-and-mouth disease virus
• Francisella tularensis
• Marburg virus
• Reconstructed 1918 Influenza virus
• Rinderpest virus
• Toxin- producing strains of Clostridium botulinum
• Variola major virus
• Variola minor virus
• Yersinia pestis

An example can be found on the next slide. 
This list is also part of the U.S. Department of Commerce list.

15 Agents Covered by USG Policy



Dual Use Research of Concern
Example of biennial a DURC Report

ARS ARS ARS ARS ARS ARS ARS ARS ARS

Funding Institute 
(Always ARS and 
perhaps DHS, US 
State Department, 
DoD DTRA, or 
commercial entity)

Activity 
Status 
(Indicate 
date that 
project 
bcomes/
became 
inactive) Agent

Experiment 
Number Objectives Expected Outcomes

Potential 
risks/possible 
category of DURC Abstract

Changes in Project Design, 
Outcome, Risks

ARS 9/30/20
16

Avian 
influenza

Investigate the effect 
of common poultry 
diseases on vaccine 
efficacy and the 
susceptiblity of 
chickens to avian 
influenza virus

Improve vaccination 
strategies by elucidating 
the factors in the field 
which cause vaccine 
failure.

None Found Vaccine failure of avian 
influenza virus in the field is 
not uncommon with poultry 
and is believed to play  a 
critical part in the inability of 
some regions to eradicate the 
virus from back-yard and small 
holder poultry flocks.  A major 
contributing factor which has 
not been well described is the 
effect of impaired immnity
from ubiquitous viruses of 
poultry, and the effect of 
other common respiratory 
pathogens.  These studies will 
demonstrate what the effect 
of these common viruses of 
chickens contribute to vaccine 
failure in the field.

None



Appointed Staff :

Dr. Cyril Gay, National Program Leader, Animal Health and Safety, 301-504-4786

Dr. James Lindsay, National Program Leader, Food Safety and health, 301-504-4674

Mr. Joseph Kozlovac, Agency Biosafety Officer, 301-504-4734

Will ensure oversight of all of the 15 potential DURC agents in accordance with the Government Policy. 



































ARS Scientist Name, Address, Phone, Fax, and email. 
(Item 15)

Research Leader’s Name

Name, Address, Phone, Fax, and email for Recipient 
Scientist(s). (Item 18 & End-User Appendix for multiple 
scientists)

Description of Specific End-use (1440 Characters) (Item 21)

Technical Description of Material(s) (250 Characters for each item) (Item 22j and Item Appendix for multiple 
items)

ECCN (Item 22a)
Quantity/Units (Item 22 e & f)

Unit Price (Item 22g)
Total Price (Item 22h)



Thomas.moreland@ars.usda.gov

mailto:Thomas.moreland@ars.usda.gov
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