ARS Innovation Fund Pilot
Fund: $500,000 of Licensed Revenue disbursed in two cycles of $250,000
Purpose: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Movement of Discoveries to Market: To enhance the commercial potential of an agricultural solution currently under development at ARS and to enable the adoption of ARS’s research outcomes by industry, academia and other stakeholders.
Awards: Up to $25,000, but typical awards will range between $10-15K for a given project per year; any given project is eligible for a maximum of three awards.
Timeline: Two award cycles per year
Eligibility: All Scientists. 
Evaluation Criteria for Movement of Discoveries to Market: 
· Project Plan objective: Market/scientific need for the proposed research and uniqueness of the solution
· Stage of development of the research and/or technology
· Impact of funding on enhancing commercial potential of an agricultural solution and/or the adoption of ARS’s research outcomes by industry, academia and other stakeholders
· Regulatory considerations to adopt research outcomes
· Intellectual property considerations to adopt research outcomes
· Collaboration within or outside ARS
Recognition and Awards: The Innovation Fund can also be used to recognize and reward scientist for their technology transfer activities, e.g., serving on the patent committees, going above and beyond to engage in technology transfer.
Application: Maximum of two pages in response to the criteria above.
Evaluation Committee: One representative from each of the following groups:  Area Directors, Deputy Administrators, Office of Technology Transfer, Office of the Administrator, Research Leader Advisor Committee.
